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The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed before the 
mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. 

The Examiner is requested to consider the references noted on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 during examination of the above-identified patent application. These references are 
submitted for the Examiner's consideration and are submitted pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In submitting these references, no representation is made or implied that 
the references are or are not material to the examination of the application. The Examiner is 
encouraged to make his or her own determination of materiality. Copies of the references are 
provided. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3)(i), any information disclosure statement filed under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97 shall include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood 
by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the 
information, of each patent, publication or other information listed that is not in the English 
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language. The concise explanation may be either separate from the specification or incorporated 
therein. 

In compliance with the rule, concise explanations of the relevance of the non-English 
references are as follows: 

European Patent No. 0 924 379 discloses a motor driven tape drum for a blind or awning. 
The motor is built in the housing of the tape drum. The unit comprises an electronic rectifier 
circuit and the motor is a DC-motor. 

European Patent No. 1 020 613 discloses a housing for a drive unit for a blind. The 
housing fits into the head rail of a blind. In the housing can be mounted an electromotor and 
other parts for driving the blind. The housing can be made of several materials, but aluminum is 
preferred. The housing can function as cooling element for the electronic parts. 

European Patent No. 1 091 078 discloses a drive unit for a blind that fits into the blind 
head rail. The unit comprises an electric blind drive motor and control circuits. The unit can be 
directly plugged into the main power supply (220v). The blind drive motor is a DC-motor, and 
the unit comprises an electronic rectifier circuit, (col. 2, lines 18-30). 

German Patent No. 2 160 820 discloses a combined bearing unit and switch device (2) is 
physically, as well as electrically, connectable to a motor housing (6). 

German Patent No. 1 942 815 discloses a movement limit switch (12, 13) incorporated in 
a motor housing (10). 

German Patent No. 7 232 818 U discloses a condensor (5) provided with a through bore 
for the passage of a drive shaft (4). A heat barrier (7) is additionally interposed between the 
motor (2, 3) and the condensor (5). 

German Patent No. 1 763 272 discloses a housing for an electric motor (3), which 
additionally encloses switch gear (5a, 5b) for determining the end positions for the blind 
movement. 

Swiss Patent No. 666 084 discloses a motor house, incorporating a condensor (50) with a 
through bore (52) for the passage of a drive shaft (20). 

Swiss Patent No. 686 197 discloses a drive unit for a blind. The unit fits into a blind head 
rail (col. 1, lines 26-30). As shown in Fig. 1, a single power feed line is shown for the unit. The 
motor is an electromotor. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fees are due with respect to this filing. However, 
if any fees are deemed necessary, such fees may be charged to Deposit Account No. 04-1415. 
If the examiner has any questions, please contact the undersigned attorney. 
Dated: 2^ ZW^e^ Z&H . 

Respectfully submitted, 



Charles R. Matson, Reg. No. 52,006 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
370 Seventeenth Street, Suite 4700 
Denver, CO 80202-5647 
Tel.: (303) 629-3400 
Fax: (303) 629-3450 

USPTO Customer No. 20686 
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